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often during the Cleveland administration. The
House had already passed a bill providing means of
submitting to arbitration controversies between
railroads engaged in interstate commerce and their
employees. President Cleveland now sent a spe-
cial message recommending that "instead of arbi-
trators chosen in the heat of conflicting claims, and
after each dispute shall arise, there be created a
Commission of Labor, consisting of three members,
who shall be regular officers of the government,
charged among other duties with the consideration
and settlement when possible, of all controversies
between labor and capital." In spite of the ur-
gency of the situation, the Senate seized this oc-
casion ior a new display of party tactics, and it
allowed the bill already passed by the House to
lie without action while it proceeded to consider
various labor measures of its own. For example,
by June 1, 1886, the Senate had passed a bill pro-
viding that eight hours should be a day's work for
letter-carriers; soon afterwards it passed a bill legal-
izing the incorporation of national trades unions,
to which the House promptly assented without a
division; and the House then continued its labor
record by passing on the 15th of July a bill against
the importation of contract labt>r. This last bill